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Grove Park

Pttt Return Service Request
BAPTIST CHURCH

=
108 TRAIL ONE ‘
BURLINGTON,NC 27215 \
CONTACT US:
Phone: 336-227-2910

Email: office@groveparkchurch.com

Online: www.groveparkchurch.com

Check us out on:

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
8:30a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Sundays
Mon., Wed., Thurs.

Tuesdays
Wednesdays

Thursdays
Wednesday, Oct. 1
Friday, Oct. 3 & 17
Sunday, Oct. 5
Monday, Oct. 6
Sunday, October 19
Thursday, Oct. 23

Saturday, November 1

Facebook.com/groveparkchurch
Instagram: groveparkchurch

YouTube: YouTube.com/@groveparkchurch

BB YouTube

5:00 p.m. Family Night

Devotional on Facebook Live
7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study (Isaiah)
6:30 p.m. Facebook Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m. Zoom Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. GPBC Book Club
12:00 p.m. ROMEOS @ Southbound Sandwiches
3:30 p.m. Feed the Team
10:00 a.m. World Communion Day
6:00 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting
10:00 a.m. New Deacon Ordination
11:00 a.m. SIA Fire and Fall Safety Program
TBD

Fall Festival (We are asking for Candy Donations)

Recently, | have been reading Wright Thompson’s soul-searching account of the summer, 1955 late-night kidnapping and subsequent brutal
murder of Emmett Till in Money, Mississippi. Thompson attempts to bring to light various aspects of a case where justice was not served due
to the acquittal of Till’s murderers after 67 minutes of jury deliberations, so that some semblance of justice can now be rendered. Some may
question why rehash all this after so long. After all, Till’'s mother, Mamie, has been dead for over 20 years, and his murderers have likewise
departed this world to receive God’s judgment. | pondered this during my recent trip across the Upstate of South Carolina and down in-
to Georgia, through locations that have their own stories of similar injustices, some of which flashed across my mind as | drove down highways
named after those who committed the injustice. Why should I be concerned about all of this since | did not commit any of these atrocities?

These thoughts continued to swirl around in my mind when God’s reply to Cain’s dismissive query of whether he was his brother’s keeper
suddenly sprang to mind. Genesis 4:10 records God telling Cain, “The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground.” | may
mistakenly think that all of this is ancient history, but these injustices still call out to God for redress. | may think myself absolved from any
action in the present, but as a disciple of Jesus, | must seek out whatever justice can be rendered if | truly desire to grow more in the image of
God, because God is always bending the moral arc of the universe toward justice. God still hears the cries, the cries of the departed and the
cries of their families, for whom my history is still their present reality.

How then can we render justice when we are not part of the judicial system? It occurs to me that one of the easiest solutions is to listen to
others’ stories and not be dismissive. Many of those who carry the memory of past injustices simply want their loved ones to be remembered
and not carelessly cast aside. Emmett Till’s murderers literally cast him into the river like they would a piece of trash. When we hear his story
and countless others, we declare that they mattered; they, too, were image bearers of God and should not be recklessly discarded. By doing
so, we offer the empathy and compassion that were hallmarks of Jesus’s ministry and what attracted the lonely and forgotten of the world to
him.

| am not ignorant of the fact that it might be difficult to hear these stories on two fronts. One, it forces us to re-evaluate and deidealize the
past, which is never easy. However, after having to do this in my life on a variety of fronts, | have found it to be healing for wounds | knew
about and, in some instances, for wounds I did not know I had. Quite frankly, Beloved, we should always strive for healing and wholeness.
Secondly, we can learn from the stories of others by taking advantage of the plethora of accounts readily available to us. We are currently in
the midst of Hispanic Heritage Month, and in November, we will celebrate Native American Heritage Month. Both groups have stories of
injustices done to them that cry out to God for redress, and we should be aware of them. Our awareness enables others to experience the
grace of healing, and healing allows for more grace to find its way into lives that may not know the reality of God’s saving grace, which is at
the heart of why Jesus came with healing and hope. We are called to be peacemakers, literally to heal the wounds that divide us, and we must
always be faithful to that task.

Grace Abounds,
Marc



W€ WILL B ProviDing LUNCH FOT' THE TEACHErS aT TUrreNTINE MIDDLE SCHOOL
0N OCTOBEI 28TH. IF YOU are aBLE TO aSSIST WITH THIS €VENT PLEASE
conTact THE CHUrCH OFFICE.

WILLIaMS FOOTBALL OPErarion CUriSTMas CHILD
Fe6D THE TeaM BOXES are I THE MISSIONS ROOM IF
- 0CTOBEr 3rD You WOULD LIKE TO ParTICIPaTE.

- OCTOBET 17TH ALL BOXES NEED T0 BE METUrNED
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH THESE MEALS BY NOVEMBET 15TH .

PLEASE CONTACT JaniCe BYrD.

WeE are Besinning our Work on Tue

ALTEFNATIVE CHIISTMAS Market ror THE WE WILL BE Preparing Boxes For PEOPLE N NEED
HOLIDQY $€ason. IF YOu Have SussesTions OF again THIS Year, We are asking Tuar you consiner
0rganizarions T0 INCLUDE, PLEASE LET THE CHUrCH ~ DONATINg 6 0Z. BOX OF STOVE TOP STUFFING, 39 0Z. Can
OFFICE KNOW and THE Missions OF 8reen Beans, 40 0. can OF Yyams, and

COMMITTEE WILL €vaLuate IT For incLusion 1% 0Z. Can OF CranBerry Sauce. DONaTions Can Be
IN OUT Marker. TUPNED IN aT THE CHUTCH OFFICE.

SIA WILL BE HOSTINg @ FIr¢ and FaLL SaFeTy
Prosram on THUrsDay, oCT. 23T
dl 11aM. LUNCH and FELLOWSHIP WILL BE aT noon.
PLEASE SIBN UP TO QTTEND.

OPErarion BI6 THING

Join US FOr Our annuaL FaLL FESTIVAL On SaTurnay,
NOVEMBET 1ST. THIS WILL B€ @ FUN €VENT FOr THE
ENTIFe FamILYy. WE STILL N€ED DONATIONS OF Candy anb
IF YOU are WILLING TO HELP PLEASE SIBN UP ON THE

BULLETIN BOQrD SIEN UP SHEET. « &%

HOPE BOXES
dare IN NEED OF Bar S0ap THIS
MONTH. PLE@SE NO IFISH SPring or
OTHEr STrong SMELLING S0aPps.

e
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BEFOre You CONTINUE reaning THIS arTiCLE, Take @ MOMENT
T0 r€aD PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11. THIS PaSSase TALKS aBOUT HOW
JESUS EMPTIED WIMSELF OF TUE PrIVILEGES HE HaD IN HEaven
and Came TO €arTH, Taking THE POSITION OF @ SErvant and
80INg TO THE Cross. IT'S SUCH @ POWErFUL, HUMBLING
Passase!

REFLECTING ON THIS PasSase, MY MOrNINg DEVOTIONAL TODAY
(Brlan HEaSLEY, LECTIO 365, SEPTEMBET 23, 2025) SAYS THIS:

"JESUS, THE SON OF GOD, BECAME @ VULNEraBLE, DEPENDENT
CHILD, BOrN INTO POVErTY, CraDLED IN an aniMalL FeeDing
TrOUgH, and raised In @ HUMBLE VILLa&E. HE WOrKeD as a
CarpenTer, LIVING THE SIMPLEST OF LIVES, BEFOre SPENDING
THPEE Y€ars TeacHing aBouT THE KINSDOM OF GOD, WHICH
EVENTUALLY LED TO KIS CrUCIFIXION. IN THIS, HE €MBraceD
THE WHOLE OF our Human STory. He €MPTIED HIMSELF,
LayIng asiDe aLL WIS ENTITLEMENTS, CHOOSING INSTEAD TO
SErVE.

"JESUS, HELP ME TO FOLLOW Your €XamPLE. Take away My
£60, MY Craving For STaTus, MY unnecessary neens and
POINTLESS WanTs. HELP M€ TO SErVE YOU anD OTHErS TODAY.”

LET THIS BE OUr prayer and Our FOCUS TOD@Y anb €very
Day.
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MINISTErS 0N CaLL FOr THe MONTH OF OCTOBEr
0CTOBET 2-5 Dr. MAaTTHEW BYrD
0CTOBET 9-12 MS. Marian Brewer
0CTOBET 16-19 MT. BOB WEBSTET
0CTOBET 23-26 Mr'S. BETH Canaba

0CTOBEr 30-NOVEMBET 2 Mr. DEr€K DenarD

0CTOBET BIFTHDAYS
OLIVIa TrULL 0CTOBET 01
Nancy WeBsTer 0CTOBET 03
JENnie paLmer 0CTOBEr 0%
ponna Lawson 0CTOBET 06
BOB WEBSTEr 0CTOBET 07
DEBBIE LOY 0CTOBET 07
SHaron King 0CTOBET 10
Joan SMITH 0CTOBET 11
Lauren WILLETS 0CTOBET 13
JULIE BOBArT 0CTOBEI 21
DIane STaLLS 0CTOBET 24
WaLLace wWooD 0CTOBEI" 2%
MITCHELL DENArD 0CTOBET 26
Jean vines 0CTOBET 26
GEOr&t BrITTON 0CTOBEI 27




